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	To:
	From:

	Name:
	Jacob McQuirk
	Name:
	Cindy Davis

	Firm:
	DWR	
	Firm:
	AECOM

	Meeting Date:
	April 16, 2013
	Date Sent:
	April 21, 2014

	Meeting Time:
	2:00–4:00 p.m.
	
	

	Project Name:
	Emergency Drought Barriers Project

	List of Attendees:
	Jacob McQuirk/DWR, Mark Holderman/DWR, Bill Guthrie/USACE, Kim Squires/USFWS, Erin Gleason/USFWS, Erin Ragazzi/SWRCB, Marin Greenwood/ICF, Nick Tomera/AECOM, Cindy Davis/AECOM, Doug Hampton/NMFS, Jim Starr/CDFW, Daniel Worth/SWRCB, Crystal Spurr/CDFW, Mitra Emami/CVFPB, Angeles Caliso/CVFPB, Ramona Swenson/Cardno ENTRIX, and Simon Kwan/DWR

	Subject: 
	Emergency Drought Barriers Project–Agency Coordination Meeting


The following items were discussed during the Emergency Drought Barriers Project (Project or EDB) Agency Coordination Meeting (Meeting), but not necessarily in chronological order:
Barrier Schedule Update
· DWR is expecting a decision regarding the EDB from the Governor on Friday, April 18th. DWR will provide a press release of the Governor’s decision. 
· If the EDB is postponed or cancelled for this year, future Meetings should concentrate on the issuance of programmatic or long-term permits/agreements for subsequent years. 
Barrier Design Update
· DWR has postponed the job walk indefinitely. 
Environmental Documents/Permitting Update
· DWR submitted the ITP to CDFW on Monday, April 14th. 
· DWR posted an updated aquatics BA on the website. DWR does not anticipate changes to the terrestrial BA. 
· If the Project is cancelled or indefinitely postponed, then DWR will need to notify the regulatory agencies so that the permit applications are withdrawn (i.e., not denied). 
· If the applications are revised for multiples years, then the resource agencies will require the BAs to address all life cycles. 
· DWR would need to update the Project description and identify a range of dates for installation and removal. USFWS has stated that the installation dates should ideally be outside the spawning and juvenile season. DWR would like the programmatic/long-term permits to include geotechnical activities at False River.
· DWR would like to develop a permitting and construction schedule and identify permit triggers (e.g., hydrologic indicators).
· DWR removed the Project from the April CVFPB board meeting; however, DWR will attend the board meeting and provide information to attendees. CVFPB has sent letters to inform the public of the project being removed from the April agenda.
· U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) has identified several issue, including: 
· Because USEPA has asked the USACE to extend the Public Notice for 14 days, the comment period now expires on April 29th.
· USACE has received numerous comments that an informational/public meeting should be held. 
· USACE would likely issue a 5-year 404 individual permit (IP) (i.e., not a regional general permit). The 404 IP could be renewed after 5 years. 
· USACE would likely need to consult with NMFS and USFWS before the Project commences each year because impacts and baseline conditions could be different. 
· USACE recommended identifying the “trigger” for the barrier installation.  When conditions get to an established threshold the barriers are installed.  This should be identified in the public notice and permits.
· The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) has identified several issue, including:
· Besides salinity, SWRCB would like DWR to evaluate additional water quality elements. 
· As a responsible agency, SWRCB does not believe that the Project would qualify for a CEQA categorical exemption.
· The 401 WQC would have the same duration as the 404 IP. If the Project does not proceed as an emergency, then RWQCB (i.e., not SWRCB) would likely process the 401 WQC. 
· California Department Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has identified several issue, including:
· For the 1602, CDFW could issue a master streambed alteration agreement or a routine maintenance agreement. 
· For the ITP, CDFW could issue a permit for 10-20 years; however, once DFW issues a permit, then DWR must fulfill the mitigation requirement regardless if DWR builds the Project.
Land and Right-of-Way Actions
· DWR has received an approval from the California State Lands Commission. 
· DWR has received a draft agreement from one reclamation district. DWR has not received land owner permissions/agreements yet. Most agreements are written so that it can be renewed annually until the drought is over or when both parties mutually agree to discontinue.
· DWR anticipates receiving a Sacramento County permit following the job walk. 
Modeling
· DWR is working with consultants for the water agencies to provided updated modeling. 
· DWR has received the April forecast. DWR has received relaxed standards at various locations from SWRCB. Various water agencies, including the Santa Clara Valley Water District, have expressed concern that relaxing water standards will impair water quality as part of the State Water Project. 
· DWR estimates that the state reservoirs are at approximately 60% capacity and the snowpack is at approximately 20-30% capacity. 
Action Items/Upcoming Meetings
· Wednesday, April 23, 2014: Weekly Agency Coordination Meeting
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