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	To:
	From:

	Name:
	Jacob McQuirk
	Name:
	Cindy Davis

	Firm:
	DWR	
	Firm:
	AECOM

	Meeting Date:
	April 23, 2013
	Date Sent:
	April 28, 2014

	Meeting Time:
	2:00–4:00 p.m.
	
	

	Project Name:
	Emergency Drought Barriers Project

	List of Attendees:
	Jacob McQuirk/DWR, Mark Holderman/DWR, Mike Nepstad/USACE, Kim Squires/USFWS, Erin Gleason/USFWS, Erin Ragazzi/SWRCB, Marin Greenwood/ICF, Nick Tomera/AECOM, Cindy Davis/AECOM, Doug Hampton/NMFS, Jeff Stewart/NMFS, Jim Starr/CDFW, Daniel Worth/SWRCB, Crystal Spurr/CDFW, Mitra Emami/CVFPB, Angeles Caliso/CVFPB, Ramona Swenson/Cardno ENTRIX, and Simon Kwan/DWR

	Subject: 
	Emergency Drought Barriers Project–Agency Coordination Meeting


The following items were discussed during the Emergency Drought Barriers Project (Project or EDB) Agency Coordination Meeting (Meeting), but not necessarily in chronological order:
Barrier Schedule Update
· DWR issued a public release reporting that the barriers will not be installed in spring 2014 but may be installed in fall 2014. 
· The Governor is expected to issue another proclamation but it will not address EDB. 
Barrier Design Update
· DWR provided no updates regarding the barrier design. 
Environmental Documents/Permitting Update
· Because DWR has not cancelled the Project, DWR will still seek environmental permits/agreements for fall 2014.
· DWR estimates a construction start date of July 1, 2014. Construction for the rock barrier at False River is assumed to take up to 60 days.
· USACE outlined an approach of issuing two permits: a 1-year permit for fall 2014 and a long-term permit for a 5-year construction period. 
· Because of the short time frame and other commitments, the resource agencies cannot issue both a 1-year permit and long-term permit by July 1, 2014. Therefore, the resource agencies asked DWR to make a firm decision on the type of permit requested. DWR has tentatively stated that the agency will seek environmental permits for 1-year (fall 2014) and then work on long-term agreements at a later date. DWR will need to confirm this approach with their management.
· At requested of DWR, the resources agencies will provide an email detailing questions and concerns regarding a fall 2014 barrier operation. DWR will use this email during their discussion with the management. 
· SWRCB requested that DWR submit a letter along with a revised project description that the construction schedule has been revised. USACE and SWRCB may need to reissue a public notice. 
· CDFW stated that it can issue an ITP for up to 10 years and a 1602 for even longer. DWR will decide whether to seek a permit for a fall 2014 construction since CDFW will require mitigation even if the barriers are not constructed this fall. 
· USFWS stated that the EDB BO cannot conflict with the OCAP BO, specifically regarding the anticipated removal date in November 2014.
· DWR believes that the project purpose has not changed but the intended beneficiaries may have shifted (e.g., municipal water districts over farmers). 
· CEQA/NEPA
· DWR will no longer assume the Governor will issue a Proclamation waiving CEQA. Therefore, DWR will prepare a CEQA document (e.g., IS/MND) for the fall 2014 barrier. DWR will discuss internally what type of CEQA document (e.g., IS/MND or EIR) will need to be prepared for a long-term permit. 
· USACE stated that the fall 2014 barriers can be processed with a 404(b)(1) Alternatives Analysis/Decision Document; however a long-term permit with multiple barrier installations will most likely require a NEPA document (e.g., EIS) because of cumulative impacts (e.g., minor/major 408 instead of an encroachment permit) and public scrutiny. USACE assumes that DWR and/or its consultants will prepare an EIS and USACE/Reclamation will be co-federal leads. 
Land and Right-of-Way Actions
· DWR is still conducting negotiations with reclamation districts and land owners.
· The draft permits and agreements may need to be updated to reflect the revised construction schedule. 
Public Outreach
· DWR will revise the drought barrier website with new information from the press release. 
· DWR would like to start public involvement related to CEQA as soon as possible. 
Modeling
· DWR’s press release addressed water quality/quantity for the South Bay Aqueduct. DWR will continue to provide modeling output for the aqueduct. 
Action Items/Upcoming Meetings
· DWR/AECOM: Update project description and submit it to the resource agencies.
· DWR: Internally discuss CEQA and provide an approach to the state resource agencies.
· Resource Agencies: Provide DWR with a list of questions and concerns regarding a fall 2014 barrier installation. 
· Wednesday, April 30, 2014: Weekly Agency Coordination Meeting.
· DWR to host a separate meeting to discuss CEQA and NEPA.
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