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	To:
	From:

	Name:
	Jacob McQuirk
	Name:
	Cindy Davis

	Firm:
	DWR
	Firm:
	AECOM

	Meeting Date:
	April 30, 2014
	Date Sent:
	May 5, 2014

	Meeting Time:
	2:00–3:00 p.m.
	
	

	Project Name:
	Emergency Drought Barriers Project

	List of Attendees:
	Jacob McQuirk/DWR, Mark Holderman/DWR, Kim Squires/USFWS, Erin Gleason/USFWS, Erin Ragazzi/SWRCB, Marin Greenwood/ICF, Nick Tomera/AECOM, Cindy Davis/AECOM, Jennifer Aranda/AECOM, Doug Hampton/NMFS, Amber Villalobos/SWRCB, Oscar Biondi/SWRCB, Garwin Yip/NMFS, Jim Starr/CDFW, Daniel Worth/SWRCB, Crystal Spurr/CDFW, Mitra Emami/CVFPB, Elizabeth Lee/CVRWQCB, and Simon Kwan/DWR

	Subject: 
	Emergency Drought Barriers Project–Agency Coordination Meeting


The following items were discussed during the Emergency Drought Barriers Project (Project or EDB) Agency Coordination Meeting (Meeting), but not necessarily in chronological order:
Barrier Schedule Update
· DWR explained that the three rock barriers may be installed in summer 2014 (beginning no sooner than July 15) and may require approximately 30 days for construction which will not be staggered. The barriers may be fully operational on or about August 15, 2014. 
· DWR stated that the barriers are still anticipated to be removed no later than November 15, 2014 for West False River and November 1, 2014 for Sutter and Steamboat Sloughs. 
· DWR further stated that the three barriers will be included in the 2014 permit applications but it is possible that the barriers at Sutter and Steamboat sloughs would be not installed (due to cost-benefit analysis). 
Barrier Design Update
· DWR provided no updates regarding the barrier design. 
Environmental Documents/Permitting Update
· DWR discussed updating the project description and aquatic and terrestrial BAs to reflect an anticipated construction start date between May 1st and July 15th. 
· CDFW is continuing to develop the ITP and Streambed Alteration Agreement. DWR will coordinate with CDFW to determine the duration of these permits. 
· Before the state resource agencies can issue permits, DWR must formally adopt (i.e., issue a Notice of Determination) the CEQA document. 
· CDFW urged that the CEQA document be written broadly so that it does not preclude agencies from issuing future permits. For example, a CEQA addendum may require CDFW to process a permit amendment. DWR anticipates having two project descriptions – CEQA would analyze a range of dates over multiple years whereas the permit applications would have specific dates and a specific year (e.g., July 15-Nov. 15 2014). 
· CVFPB stated they would review the CEQA document to determine findings and make recommendations to their Board. Board meeting is scheduled for June 27th. CVFPB stated it is unlikely they would be able to hold a special board meeting but will follow up with their legal counsel. 
· DWR reviewed the Draft CEQA compliance schedule. SWRCB suggested that the schedule should include additional days for DWR to consider public comments. 
· DWR asked the resource agencies whether maintenance of the permanent rock transition would require additional permits. SWRCB suggested that DWR ask USACE this question (note that USACE was not present at the meeting). CDFW could issue a routine maintenance agreement.  CEQA would likely cover the maintenance of the permanent rock transition.
· NMFS and USFWS restated the need to have updated formal consultation requests from USACE after DWR amends the project description.
· DWR reviewed the bullet points from USFWS and NMFS outlined in Kim Turner’s email (dated April 25, 2014). 
Land and Right-of-Way Actions
· DWR is still conducting negotiations with reclamation districts and land owners.
· DWR is considering permanent easements in lieu of temporary agreements. 
· Completing a CEQA document may assist ROW in obtaining agreements/easements.
Public Outreach
· DWR anticipates holding public workshops during the second week of June. The workshops would not be CEQA scoping meetings. 
Modeling
· DWR conducted modeling for only False River versus the three rock barriers. 
· DWR’s modeling included an “optimized” April forecast.
· DWR explained that EC should be approximately 700-1,000 for south Delta farmers and approximately 700 for urban water districts. 
· The Drought Operations Plan shifted the water quality standards from Emmaton to Three Mile Slough. 
Action Items/Upcoming Meetings
· DWR/AECOM: Update project description and submit it to the resource agencies
· DWR/AECOM/ICF: Update aquatics and terrestrial BAs 
· Wednesday, May, 7 2014: Weekly Agency Coordination Meeting
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