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	To:
	From:

	Name:
	Jacob McQuirk
	Name:
	Cindy Davis

	Firm:
	DWR
	Firm:
	AECOM

	Meeting Date:
	April 9, 2013
	Date Sent:
	April 14, 2014

	Meeting Time:
	2:00–4:00 p.m.
	
	

	Project Name:
	Emergency Drought Barriers Project

	List of Attendees:
	Jacob McQuirk/DWR, Mark Holderman/DWR, Bill Guthrie/USACE, Kim Squires/USFWS, Erin Gleason/USFWS, Erin Ragazzi/SWRCB, Marin Greenwood/ICF, Nick Tomera/AECOM, Cindy Davis/AECOM, Doug Hampton/NMFS, Jim Starr/CDFW, Daniel Worth/SWRCB, Crystal Spurr/CDFW, Mitra Emami/CVFPB, Angeles Caliso/CVFPB

	Subject: 
	Emergency Drought Barriers Project–Agency Coordination Meeting


The following items were discussed during the Emergency Drought Barriers Project (Project or EDB) Agency Coordination Meeting (Meeting), but not necessarily in chronological order:
Barrier Schedule Update
· DWR explained that the current schedule remains in effect. Construction would begin approximately the first week of May for False River and the third week of May for Steamboat and Sutter sloughs. 
Barrier Design Update
· The job walk has been postponed until April 16th. 
· Since last week, DWR has made the following design changes: culverts have been lowered two feet; bollards and chains will be installed at the Steamboat Slough boat ramps; and rock fill has been expanded to 100 feet on both sides of the barrier at False River.
Environmental Documents/Permitting Update
· DWR anticipates submitting the updated ITP and revised Project Description with an errata sheet to the agencies this week (by April 11th).
· DWR is working with CVFPB to obtain an encroachment permit. CVFPB will post an agenda on Friday, April 11th for the April 25th board meeting on their website. CVFPB has already sent out notifications to interested parties. CVFPB expressed concern that DWR has not made a CEQA determination which may result in the Project being removed from the board meeting. If this occurs, the next CVFPB board meeting is May 9th. 
· SWRCB’s reviewed the Water Quality Plan and provided two comments, including the methodology for calibrating instruments and the proposed reporting criteria. SWRCB mentioned that the monitoring locations and parameters were appropriate for the Project. 
· DWR will post the public comments, as they are received, on the drought website. 
· DWR has provided three potential stock pile locations; however, these locations are not ideal because of the distance to the barriers. Therefore, DWR may need to obtain other stock pile locations for barrier removal. Because USFWS would like to avoid reinitiating consultation, USFWS suggested DWR develop a criteria list when selecting property and include general avoidance/minimization measures to protect nearby resources (e.g., approximate size, not within wetlands, distance from barriers). 
· USACE stated they would likely need a wetland delineation for the potential stock pile sites. It was noted the Rio Vista site or a portion of the site has had a wetland delineation completed. 
· Resource agencies again expressed concern regarding maintenance of the permanent rock fill and requested that DWR address operations and maintenance in the permit application and long-term effects in the BAs. DWR explained that they maintain similar rock barriers in the Delta and would mostly likely contract out with LMAs. 
· The USACE suggested that DWR could remove the steel sheet pile abutments at False River in order to avoid permanent impacts or, if DWR needs to retain the barriers or abutments a long-term, programmatic agreement that could address permanent impacts. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]As part of the 1602 and  2081 ITP, CDFW and DWR briefly discussed compensatory mitigation measures which included the following items: 
· For the 1602 and ITP, DWR would mitigate for permanent impacts to shallow water habitat (i.e., False River) at a 3:1 ratio by purchasing mitigation bank credits.  
· For the 1602 and ITP, DWR would mitigate for temporary impacts to shallow water habitat (i.e., False River and Steamboat and Sutter sloughs) at a 1:1 ratio by purchasing mitigation bank credits and onsite restoration of disturbed habitat. 
· For the 1602, DWR would mitigate for temporary impacts to mixed riparian habitat (i.e., Steamboat and Sutter sloughs) at a 1:1 ratio by purchasing mitigation bank credits and  on-site restoration of disturbed habitat.
· For the ITP, DWR may mitigate for Swainson’s hawk nest failures only. CDFW suggested one acre of creation credit for nesting habitat and fifty acres of preservation credit for foraging habitat. This mitigation will be worked out in co-ordination with DFW.
· DFW stated the ITP would cover barrier removal up to November 30th.
Land and Right-of-Way Actions
· DWR has indicated that there are nine property owners abutting the three barriers; however, to date DWR has not been able to enter into an agreement with any of the owners. The landowners have received draft agreements and DWR will continue to negotiate with them.
Modeling
· DWR determined that the culvert sizes were incorrectly inputted into the modeling. DWR has corrected the issue and re-ran the modeling. 
· DWR estimates that for the rock barriers at Steamboat and Sutter sloughs are the flow though the barriers is the same order of magnitude as the flow through all four culverts combined.
Action Items/Upcoming Meetings
· Revised aquatics BA and 2081 ITP to be submitted to agencies this week.
· Wednesday, April 16, 2014: Weekly Agency Coordination Meeting
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