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	To:
	From:

	Name:
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	Name:
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Nick Tomera

	Firm:
	DWR
	Firm:
	AECOM

	Meeting Date:
	July 9, 2014
	Date Sent:
	July 14, 2014

	Meeting Time:
	2:00–3:00 p.m.
	
	

	Project Name:
	Emergency Drought Barriers Project

	List of Attendees:
	Jacob McQuirk/DWR, Mark Holderman/DWR, Simon Kwan/DWR, Kim Squires/USFWS, Marin Greenwood/ICF, Nick Tomera/AECOM, Jennifer Aranda/AECOM, Doug Hampton/NMFS, Garwin Yip/NMFS, Jim Starr/CDFW, Crystal Spurr/CDFW, and Oscar Biondi/SWRCB

	Subject: 
	Emergency Drought Barriers Project–Agency Coordination Meeting


The following items were discussed during the Emergency Drought Barriers Project (Project or EDB) Agency Coordination Meeting (Meeting), but not necessarily in chronological order:
General Project Updates
· DWR has conducted modeling associated with scour and circulation at the West False River barrier and installation of one barrier downstream of Sutter and Steamboat sloughs. Modeling has shown that the alternatives do not improve water quality. DWR is developing a summary of the modeling results. 
· DWR is coordinating with the owners on Jersey and Bradford islands for levee improvements which should not be considered part of EDB.
CEQA/NEPA
· USACE did not attend the conference call so DWR did not address NEPA compliance. 
· DWR anticipates providing the Administrative Draft IS to the state agencies by July 31, 2014. Because of the length of the Administrative Draft IS, CDFW requested three weeks for review. CDFW will provide comments, which should not be considered public, to DWR. Because SWRCB comments are a matter of public record, SWRCB will provide comments to DWR as part of the Draft IS (i.e., 30-day comment period).
Permit Updates
· DWR and the regulatory agencies reviewed the draft permitting schedule. DWR explained that these dates are assumptions and general placeholders. However, DWR would like to receive all permits by March 2, 2015 because of issues related to material acquisition and completion of contractor agreements, if needed. 
· USFWS and NMFS asked DWR to provide a more concrete consultation period for operations which is not concurrent with the consultation period for construction. DWR explained that operations for the EDB should be considered simultaneously with other projects (e.g., DCC operations) which will not be known until winter/spring. Therefore, DWR suggested removing the consultation period for operations from the draft permitting schedule. 
· USFWS and NMFS stated that USACE has not formally cancelled Section 7 consultation. DWR will provide a rescission letter to USACE so that they can formally cancel Section 7 consultation. 
· USFWS and NMFS expressed concerns that it would be difficult to analyze impacts and issue a BO for a project that would allow construction of the barriers up to three times in a ten-year period. DWR responded that the BO would not include an incidental take statement and DWR would re-consult with the regulatory agencies before construction in order to reanalyze baseline conditions. 
Public Outreach
· DWR believes that an informational meeting should be held in early fall 2014 after school has restarted.
Meeting Schedules
· At the request of the team, DWR will hold the Agency Coordination Meeting on a monthly basis. DWR will provide a meeting date for August 2014.
Action Items
· DWR: Submit rescission/confirmation letters, which state the project has been postponed, to the regulatory agencies.
· DWR and AECOM: Complete the Administrative Draft IS and provide a copy to the state agencies by July 31, 2014. 
· DWR: Provide Agency Co-ordination Meeting summaries to the regulatory agencies for review. 
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