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	To:
	From:

	Name:
	Jacob McQuirk
	Name:
	Cindy Davis

	Firm:
	DWR
	Firm:
	AECOM

	Meeting Date:
	May 21, 2014
	Date Sent:
	[bookmark: _GoBack]June 2, 2014

	Meeting Time:
	2:00–3:00 p.m.
	
	

	Project Name:
	Emergency Drought Barriers Project

	List of Attendees:
	Jacob McQuirk/DWR, Mark Holderman/DWR, Kim Turner/USFWS, Marin Greenwood/ICF, Nick Tomera/AECOM, Cindy Davis/AECOM, Jennifer Aranda/AECOM, Doug Hampton/NMFS, Amber Villalobos/SWRCB, Oscar Biondi/SWRCB, Crystal Spurr/CDFW, Mitra Emami/CVFPB, Michael Nepstad/USACE, Katherine Marquez/DWR, and Simon Kwan/DWR

	Subject: 
	Emergency Drought Barriers Project–Agency Coordination Meeting


The following items were discussed during the Emergency Drought Barriers Project (Project or EDB) Agency Coordination Meeting (Meeting), but not necessarily in chronological order:
Barrier Schedule Update
· DWR had a meeting with the Deputy Director, O&M, and modeling staff members to discuss cancelling the 2014 Project. DWR staff recommended that the 2014 Project should be cancelled. DWR anticipates that the Deputy Director will make a decision next week. 
· To meet the 2014 Project schedule, DWR anticipates purchasing steel in early June. 
Barrier Design Update
· DWR did not provide an update on the barrier design.
Environmental Documents/Permitting Update
· If the 2014 Project is cancelled, DWR will provide a letter stating this to the regulatory agencies. If the 2014 Project is not cancelled, then DWR will provide the regulatory agencies with a permit amendment containing a revised project description and BAs. 
· DWR will modify the 2014 Project schedule for future permitting needs, if necessary. 
· For the LSAA and ITP, CDFW and DWR discussed the following items:
· CDFW will issue draft permits for DWR review; however, DWR cannot issue final permits until DWR completes CEQA.
· CDFW is issuing a 5-year ITP in which DWR can construct the barriers during any of the 5 years. CDFW can issue a 10-year ITP but it would not allow DWR to construct barriers every year. 
· CDFW can issue a long-term LSAA but the fees would need to be amended.
· For the CWA Section 401 Water Quality Certification (WQC), SWRCB and DWR discussed the following items:
· The WQC time period must match the 404 permit time period. 
· If DWR should cancel the 2014 Project, SWRCB will determine if application fees can be applied to future permit applications. 
· For the CWA Section 404 permit, USACE and DWR discussed the following items:
· USACE would need to determine the best approach for issuing a public notice for future permitting.
· DWR prefers that USACE issue a permit that allows for multiple installations. DWR’s optimal permit would allow two or three barrier installations during a 10-year permit period. 
· DWR is aware that it would need to provide additional information to the regulatory agencies for a multi-year permit. DWR anticipates that they would begin regular meetings/consultation with the regulatory agencies in January or February if it appears the barriers would need to be installed. 
· For the BO, NMFS, USACE, and DWR discussed the following items:
· NMFS is not concerned about the permit duration but would like DWR to develop a decision matrix (i.e., triggers) that would take into account water quality standards to protect beneficial uses.
· DWR does not want to include political requirements, such as a governor emergency proclamation, in a decision matrix. DWR has stated that a decision matrix would be used to reconvene the interagency meetings at which DWR would make the final determination to install the barriers. 
· USFWS and NMFS concluded that a multi-year emergency barrier program would be similar to DWR’s temporary barriers project. 
Land and Right-of-Way Actions
· DWR is still conducting negotiations with the landowners and reclamation districts.
· DWR anticipates entering into an agreement with the North Delta Water Agency in mid-June. 
· DWR is pursuing permanent easements on both sides of the levee for the three sites. Because permanent easements take several years to complete, DWR anticipates receiving leases in the interim. 
· DWR will be required to reimburse Jersey Island for rehabilitation activities (e.g., constructing fences, purchasing livestock food).
Modeling
· DWR will update DSM2 with April 2014 data.  
Action Items/Upcoming Meetings
· DWR: Determine if the 2014 Project will be cancelled
· SWRCB: Determine if application fees can be applied to future permit applications, if the 2014 Project is cancelled.
· Wednesday, May, 28 2014: Weekly Agency Coordination Meeting
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