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	Subject: 
	Emergency Drought Barriers Project–Agency Coordination Meeting


The following items were discussed during the Emergency Drought Barriers Project (Project or EDB) Agency Coordination Meeting (Meeting), but not necessarily in chronological order:
Barrier Schedule Update
· DWR did not provide new information on the barrier schedule; however, DWR did restate the proposed construction schedule: 
· The three rock barriers may be installed in summer 2014 (beginning no sooner than July 15) and may require approximately 30 days for construction which will not be staggered. The barriers may be fully operational on or about August 15, 2014. 
· The barriers are still anticipated to be removed no later than November 15, 2014 for West False River and November 1, 2014 for Sutter and Steamboat Sloughs. 
Barrier Design Update
· DWR may determine if a job and bid will be required by the last week of June 2014. Given the short timeframe, any delays may result in the postponement of construction.
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· DWR will most likely need to receive the environmental permits and issue a CEQA Notice of Determination before it can issue a construction contract. 

Environmental Documents/Permitting Update
· DWR will provide a permit amendment (i.e., letter only), with project description and aquatic and terrestrial BAs, to the resource agencies.
· For Clean Water Act Section 404 permitting, DWR and USACE discussed the following items: 
· USACE will forward the public comments to DWR. 
· USACE will reissue a public notice for the revised 2014 construction schedule.
· For future permits (e.g., 5-year permit beginning in 2015), DWR will need to determine a clear purpose and need which may be different than what is currently described in the existing 2014 permit application. USACE suggested providing a decision matrix, or triggers to installing the rock barriers, since it may help support the purpose and need. DWR discussed the difference between quantitative and qualitative actions and will continue to investigate potential triggers.
· DWR and AECOM are developing the 404(b)(1) Alternatives Analysis, including the no action alternative. DWR anticipates providing the Alternatives Analysis to USACE by Thursday, May 15, 2014.  
· CDFW is continuing to develop the ITP and Streambed Alteration Agreement both of which will most likely be valid for five years. According to CDFW, DWR may construct the rock barriers, at the “discretion of the applicant,” during this 5-year period. 
· CDFW explained that because the proposed project construction will be occurring prior to August 1st, take is expected to occur and CDFW strongly recommends that DWR apply for an ITP for installing the rock barriers. 
· For the encroachment permit, CVFPB and DWR discussed the following items:
· CVFPB will hold two board meetings in July, the first of which is July 11th. 
· CVFPB will determine when information from DWR is needed so that they can include the EDB on the July 11th agenda. 
· USFWS asked DWR to prepare a permit schedule that includes both state and federal permits. DWR will develop a comprehensive permit schedule and forward the Deputy Director’s schedule, which provides a broader overview, to the team. 
· For the water quality certification, SWRCB and DWR discussed the following items:
· SWRCB stated that it has received public comments which are posted on their website. 
· SWRCB confirmed that it can only issue a permit for the same duration as the 404 permit. 
· SWRCB’s legal will review the draft and final IS/MND. 
· For compensatory mitigation, DWR, CDFW, and USACE discussed the following items:
· Both USACE and CDFW do not require DWR to complete mitigation prior to construction. CDFW stated that it can allow DWR up to 18 months to fulfill compensatory mitigation requirements. 
· CDFW confirmed that Liberty Island Conservation Bank sells shallow water habitat credit; however, the bank has a limited supply of credits. 
· CDFW explained that Swainson’s hawk mitigation is contingent on nest failure. 
Land and Right-of-Way Actions
· DWR is still conducting negotiations with a total of nine reclamation districts and land owners.
· The agreements may be contingent upon receiving a CVFPB encroachment permit. 
Public Outreach
· DWR executives have stated that public outreach meetings may be held once DWR has firmly committed to installing the barriers. 
· If DWR were to host a public outreach meeting, it would be scheduled around June 13, 2014. 
· The State’s press release is vague regarding DWR’s commitment to EDB in 2014 but does conclude permitting will continue. 
Modeling
· DWR did not provide a modeling update.  
Action Items/Upcoming Meetings
· DWR: Submit a permit amendment, with the revised project description and BAs, to the resource agencies
· DWR: Develop a comprehensive permitting schedule
· DWR and AECOM: Complete the 404(b)(1) Alternatives Analysis
· Wednesday, May, 14 2014: Weekly Agency Coordination Meeting
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