STATE OF CALIFORNIA — CALIFORNIA NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY ) EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Goverhor

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
1416 NINTH STREET, P.O. BOX 942836

SACRAMENTO, CA 94236-0001

(916) 653-5791

April.2, 2015

Mr. William Guthrie

Senior Project Manager, Sacramento Office
Regulatory Branch =~ .

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

1325 J Street

Sacramento, California 95814

RE: Request for Authorization for Standard Permit, pursuant to Section 404 of- the
Clean Water Act and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899, for the
2015 Emergency Drought Barriers Project

Dear Mr. Guthrie:

The California Department of Water Resources (DWR) is requesting authonzatlon fora
Standard Permit, pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA) and Section 10
of the Rivers and Harbors Act (RHA) of 1899, for the 2015 Emergency Drought Barriers
Project (Project) from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). The Project consists
of rock barriers placed in three strategic locations (Miner Slough, Steamboat Slough,
and False River) in the Sacramento River-San Joaquin River Delta (Delta) designed to
control saltwater intrusion into the Delta with reduced reservoir releases while
continuing to meet federal and state regulatory requirements.

DWR submitted an application for the Project in January 2015 in order to install three
rocks barriers up to three times during a 10-year period; however, after conducting
numerous negotiations with land owners, DWR decided to move the location of two rock.
barriers. The Steamboat Slough barrier was moved approximately nine miles
downstream on the same waterway. The Sutter Slough barrier was relocated to Miner
Slough.

In addition to the location changes, DWR is now requesting authorization to install the
rock barriers in 2015 only and to conduct geotechnical exploration in 2015 and/or 2016. .
This revision is based on timing considerations and work load commitments as
expressed to DWR from USACE, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), and the
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS).




Mr. William Guthrie
April 2, 2015

Enclosed is ENG Form 4345 for the PrOJect and supplemental information, which--
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includes the following:

DWR is submitting-this-application package with the understanding that additional
material (e.g., CWA Section 404(b)(1) Alternative Analysis, CWA Section 401 Water
Quality Certification Application) and/or revised material (e.g., updated design drawings)
| will be provided to USACE at a later date. :

We look forward to working with you to obtain CWA Section 404 and RHA Section 10
authorizations for this significant Project to protect the Delta from impaired water quality.
If you have questions, need further information, or DWR can provide assistance with the
permitting process, please contact our project manager Jacob McQuirk, at (916) 653-

Attachment A: Project Description

Attachment B: Continuation of ENG Form 4345
Attachment C: Biological Assessments prepared for USFWS and NMFS
Attachment D: Cultural Resources Inventory Report

9883 or ‘Jacob.mcquirk@water.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

Paul A. Marshall, Chief
Bay Delta Office

cc:

Kim Squires - '
Section 7 Coordinator

‘US Fish and Wildlife Service

Bay Delta Fish & Wildlife Office
650 Capitol Mall, Suite 8-300
Sacramento, California, 95814

Douglas Hampton

National Marine Fisheries Service
650 Capitol Mall, Suite 5-100
Sacramento, California 95814

Mr. Garwin Yip

National Marine Fisheries Servnce
650 Capitol Mali, Suite 5-100
Sacramento, California 95814




