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INTRODUCTION 
This document presents the details of the capture and relocation of two giant garter snakes at the 
Emergency Drought Barrier project site on May 21, 2015. 

 

Beginning on May 18, 2015, a giant garter snake was observed at the Emergency Drought Barrier 
Project and was observed in the same general location for three consecutive. Due to the proximity 
of this snake to project activities and the potential risks to this snake, Department of Water 
Resources (DWR) requested and received permission from US Fish and Wildlife Service and 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife on May 20, 2015 to have DWR Environmental Scientists 
Jessica Barnes and Rhiannon Klingonsmith, who each possess a Section 10(a)(1)(A) permit, to 
capture the giant garter snake relocate it. 

GIANT GARTER SNAKE CAPTURE AND RELOCATION 
On the afternoon of May 21, 2015, a giant garter snake believed to be the one that has been seen the 
previous several days in the same location at the project site, was observed in the rip-rap.  DWR 
Environmental Scientists who possess a Section 10(a)(1)(A) permits, Rhiannon Klingonsmith (TE-
56733A-0) and Jessica Barnes (TE-835365-6.1), hand captured the giant garter snake, recorded 
morphometric data (Attachment 1), took photos (Attachment 2), and released the snake to a location 
approximately 0.3 miles west of the project site in an area that had similar habitat features to the 
capture location, including rip-rap and emergent vegetation (Figure 1). When returning to GPS the 
capture site, another giant garter snake was observed in the same exact location.  That snake was 
also captured by hand and morphometric data was recorded, photos were taken, and the snake was 
released at the same relocation site as the first giant garter snake. 

CONCLUSION 
The two giant garter snakes were successfully captured and relocated to avoid impacts to these 
individuals due to project activities. 



Figure 1:  Giant garter snake capture and relocation sites a the Emergency Drought Barriers project  site
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Attachment 1 
Morphometric Data 







 

 

 

Attachment 2 
Photos 

 



Snake #1 
Captured:  16:02   Released:  16:40 

 

 



 



Snake #2 
Captured:  16:53   Released:  17:20 
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